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Workshop description
Precision health (PH) approaches seek to use individual biomarkers, risk stratification algorithms, and ‘omics
discoveries to tailor preventive and therapeutic health interventions to the biology of individual patients, thus
improving health outcomes, population health, and resource use. There is, however, disconnect between the
concept of the ‘pipeline’ model of translational research, technology assessment evidence requirements, actual
heath system or population health needs, and the substantial implementation challenges that are commonly
encountered.
Value of Information (VOI) analysis is a framework that can clarify which projects addressing which research
questions might generate the most net value in terms of improved health outcomes or better resource use.
Value of Implementation (VOImp) analysis can do the same for prioritizing implementation interventions. To
make best use of these frameworks, dialogue and collaboration is needed between potential users of PH
interventions and technologies (i.e. health systems), scientists, health technology assessment agencies, and
implementation experts.
This workshop will bring together experts and highly engaged stakeholders to explore the utility of VOI and
VOImp analysis in PH and other research. The workshop will work towards the development of a pathway for
innovative ‘population health and system pull’ mechanisms in prioritizing PH research.
The workshop will be held under ‘Chatham House Rules’ to encourage a full and frank exchange of views
amongst participants.

Workshop Outputs
With your permission, we will take notes from each session and summarize into a workshop proceedings
manuscript, which will be submitted for journal publication. No statements will be attributed to individuals
without their express consent.
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February 6, 2018
Please join us for an opening reception from 19:00-21:00 in the Bluebell Room at the Rimrock Resort Hotel.
February 7, 2018
Workshop location: Salon A
7:30-8:30
Breakfast (meals and coffee breaks available just outside Salon A)
8:30-9:00
Welcome and introduction
9:00-10:30
Session 1: Value of Information Analysis
Chair
Tania Bubela
1A
Precision Medicine, Value, and Implementation
Christopher McCabe
Challenges and Opportunities
1B
Application of Value of Information Analysis to
Peter Hall
Precision Medicine Research
10:30-11:00 Refreshment Break
11:00-12:30 Session 1: Discussion
Chair
Claire Hulme
Discussant David Whitehurst
Questions and discussion
12:30-13:30 Lunch
13:30-15:00 Session 2: Value of Implementation Analysis, Background
Chair
Michael Mengel
2A
Precision Medicine: Observations from an
Brenda Wilson
Implementation Science Perspective
2B
Introduction to Value of Implementation
Simon Dixon
Analysis: Insights from the UK Experience
15:00-15:30 Refreshment Break
15:30-17:00 Session 2: Discussion
Chair
Stuart Peacock
Discussant Sarah Wordsworth
Questions and discussion
18:30
Dinner @ The Maple Leaf Grill and Lounge (137 Banff Ave, Banff)
Free shuttle service available between the Rimrock Resort Hotel and Banff Town Centre

February 8, 2018
7:30-8:30
Breakfast
8:30-10:30
Session 3: Plenary Discussion – Towards VOI and VOImp Analysis in
Precision Medicine Research
Chairs
François Rousseau
Panelists
Tania Bubela
10:30-11:00
11:00-12:00
12:00

Michael May
Don Juzwishin
Robyn Lim

Refreshment Break
Session 4: Reflections and Recommendations
Facilitator
Christopher McCabe
Boxed Lunch

3

February 6-8, 2018
Rimrock Resort Hotel
Banff, Alberta, Canada

Value of Information / Value of Implementation for Outcomes-focused Precision Health

Workshop Participants (alphabetically by last name)
Matt Bryman
Matt Bryman is the Director of Programs for Genome Alberta, a publicly funded not-for-profit corporation that initiates,
funds, and manages genomics research and partnerships. Genome Alberta strives to be the leading source of information
and administration related to genomics, metabolomics, bioinformatics, and biotech research in Alberta. His background,
prior to joining Genome Alberta, includes a MSc from the University of Alberta, and over 8 years of experience managing
large-scale initiatives within and across academic organizations.
Tania Bubela
Dr. Bubela is an expert in health and intellectual property law and policy, combining her training in genetics (PhD Biology,
University of Sydney) and law (Gold medalist, University of Alberta). She is the Dean of Faculty of Health Sciences at
Simon Fraser University, leading the development of sector-leading policies, processes, practices and infrastructure to
support excellence in interdisciplinary education, research, and engagement that will improve health, health equity, and
well-being. Dr. Bubela’s research interests include intellectual property law and policy, health law, genomics, technology
transfer, commercialization of biomedical research and science communication. She currently co-leads two precision health projects: the
Genome Canada PACEOMICS project and the Alberta Ocular Gene Therapy Team (CRIO-AI). She is also a theme lead for commercialization
and intellectual property considerations within the Genome Canada Precision Medicine Policy Network (lead by Drs McCabe and
Rousseau). She also leads a project on the enablers and barriers for personalized cancer biotherapies in Canada.
Karen Dewar
Dr. Dewar is responsible for Genome Canada’s portfolio of genomics programs, including relevant partnerships and
collaborations, development of programs, guidelines and policies, scientific evaluation, peer review processes and
programmatic evaluation. As the Director of Genomics Programs, she directs the planning and development of programs
related to specific genomics activities which support and facilitate Genome Canada’s strategic plans and priorities, as well
as directing and overseeing the implementation of competitions for Genome Canada’s genomics programs and the peer
review services which support Genome Canada’s genomics programs. She also oversees post-award monitoring and administration of
funded research programs. Dr Dewar represents Genome Canada on programs and initiatives related to scientific partnerships, and works
with organizations and agencies engaged in the funding of genomics research in Canada.
Simon Dixon
Simon is the Academic Lead for Health Economics for the Health Economics and Decision Science (HEDS) group within
the School of Health and Related Research (ScHARR) at the University of Sheffield. His work primarily relates to economic
evaluation and outcomes research. This includes work that is part of the Policy Research Unit in Economic Evaluation of
Health and Care Interventions (EEPRU), which is funded by the Department of Health. Simon recently completed a 10
year tenure as member of a National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) Technology Appraisal Committee.
He has previously undertaken a 5-year term on the Commissioning Board of the National Institute for Health Research.
Simon has been involved in the development of all accredited health economics teaching within ScHARR over the last 25
years. He currently teaches on their Online MSc in International Health Technology Assessment, Pricing and Reimbursement.
Ross Duncan
Ross has spent 29 years in the federal government with an emphasis on science policy in relation to a wide range of
health related fields/areas of interest. These have ranged from strategic science policy development to better integrate
federal science into the innovation ecosystem through to supporting the re-engineering of specific elements within
Canada’s public health laboratory, and to past activities in managing public health genomics research activities. Beyond
the public health field, he has also focused on: support to independent panels reviewing science and innovation policy in
Canada (for the Clerk of the Privy Council) and abroad (at the World Health Organization); health policy issues dealing
with the interface between health and trade policy at the multilateral, regional and bilateral level; and, a broad range of pharmaceutical
and health care policy issues including Direct-To-Consumer-Advertising of prescription medicines.
Laurie Gay
Foundation Medicine, Inc., offers a portfolio of next-generation sequencing assays that provide precision medicine
support for patients battling cancer. As a Principal Scientist for Foundation Medicine, I drive research projects in cancer
genomics and advise oncologists on the implications of molecular alterations. I collaborate with physicians and research
scientists at institutes worldwide to publish case studies and analyses that inform and advance the standard of care in
oncology.
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Peter Hall
After graduating from the University of Edinburgh Medical School, Dr. Hall trained as a Medical Oncologist before
completing a PhD in Health Economics and Clinical Trial design at the University of Leeds. In his current position as an
academic Medical Oncologist in Edinburgh, Dr. Hall’s research focuses on the development of improved methods for
efficient research design, cost-effectiveness analysis and the measurement of clinical and socioeconomic outcomes. He
is Chief Investigator, clinical Co-Investigator or lead Health Economist on a number of clinical trials and methodological
research projects; leads the Health Economics Group within the University of Edinburgh Clinical Trials Unit; is a Visiting
Associate Professor of Health Economics at the Academic Unit of Health Economics, University of Leeds; advises the Innovative Healthcare
Delivery Programme Scotland at the Farr Institute; and works as a clinician with breast cancer patients at the Edinburgh Cancer Centre.
Bettina Hamelin
Before assuming her role as President and CEO of Ontario Genomics, Bettina served as Vice-President of NSERC’s
Research Partnerships Directorate, where she was responsible for a range of programs designed to stimulate increased
public/private sector collaboration and technology transfer by connecting the Canadian research enterprise to Canadian
and global innovation stakeholders. Bettina has more than 15 years of experience in the biotech and international
pharmaceutical industry, as well as 10 years of academic experience as a tenured professor at the Université Laval’s
Faculty of Pharmacy. Prior to joining NSERC Bettina held a variety of leadership positions at Pfizer Canada, most recently
as Canadian Medical Lead, Vaccines, and Head, Strategic Research Partnerships, Western Canada. Passionate about R&D, she excels at
bringing together unlikely partners to attract and leverage funds from diverse sources. She is known for pioneering novel public-private
partnership models, and breaking down barriers between federal, provincial and private sector stakeholders.
Kate Harland
As Genome BC’s Genomics and Society Advisor, Kate oversees research into questions that surround the application of
genomics (GE3LS research) and supports development of local research capacity in this space. She works to enhance
public dialogue and policy discussion. Bringing over 10 years of experience working with emerging technologies, Kate
understands both Government policy formation processes and private sector decision-making. Her interests lie in taking
an evidence-informed approach to complex challenges. Previous experience includes working for the Chief Science
Advisor to the New Zealand Prime Minister, including leading a six country collaboration on the development of science
and innovation system policy; developing international technology field trials, including drafting funding proposals to successfully attract
over $100m in funding support; and working as a specialist consultant at the interface between the public and private sector, forming
policy options and analyzing economic and systemic barriers to uptake of low-carbon technologies in Europe.
Tammy Hofer
As Alberta Health Services’ (AHS) Senior Operating Officer of Laboratory Services, Tammy leads the provincial laboratory
system including acute care, community and specialty services, and the Provincial Laboratory for Public Health. AHS,
Canada’s first province-wide fully integrated health system, brings together 12 formerly separate, provincial health
entities, including nine geographically based health authorities, Alberta Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission, Alberta
Mental Health Board and Alberta Cancer Board. Tammy is directly responsible for the operation of 108 laboratories and
is leading laboratory integration between the three major laboratory providers in Alberta. Tammy received her BSc in
Medical Laboratory Science from the University of Alberta. As she progressed into laboratory management at the University of Alberta
Hospital, she went on to complete her Executive MBA through Athabasca University in 2005. Now in a provincial role, Tammy works with
laboratory leaders across the province to design and implement a fully integrated laboratory service.
Claire Hulme
Professor Hulme is an economist who has specialized for nearly 20 years in health economics, specifically in economic
evaluation. She holds a Chair in Health Economics and for seven years has led the Academic Unit of Health Economics
(AUHE) at the University of Leeds. This research and education unit has a wide portfolio of applied and
methodological research projects across a range of disease areas and health economics methodologies. The unit has close
industry ties, with particular focus on the evaluation of diagnostics. Claire was the Theme Lead for Health Economics in
the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) funded Diagnostic Evidence Co-operative in Leeds from 2015-16, and currently sits on
the Management Group of the NIHR funded Medtech and In-vitro Diagnostic Co-operative in Leeds. Until last year she was member of
the UK’s NIHR HTA Commissioning Board.
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Don Juzwishin
Don is the Director of Health Technology Assessment and Innovation at Alberta Health Services. He leads a team to
situate AHS at the forefront in the use of evidence to inform health care decisions and policy with a particular emphasis
on innovating and transforming the Alberta healthcare system to achieve improved patient outcomes. Don is an adjunct
associate professor at the Universities of Alberta, Calgary and Victoria. He has over one hundred publications to his credit
and speaks extensively on contemporary issues in health care transformation. He is a member of the Alberta Advisory
Committee on Health Technologies that assists the government in the review of health technologies and services. Dr.
Juzwishin was CEO of the Health Council of Canada reporting on the progress of health care reform in Canada. Before this, he was the
Director of HTA at the Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research where he led a team of researchers responding to HTA requests
from government, health authorities and provider organizations. Don serves on the CCHL Ethics Council and the Editorial Board of
Canadian Healthcare Management, and has extensive experience in leadership with health authorities, government, private sector, and
universities.
Anne-Marie Laberge
Anne-Marie Laberge (MD, MPH, PhD) is a medical geneticist at CHU Sainte-Justine and clinical associate professor in the
Department of Pediatrics, at Université de Montréal. She is funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. She
studies how genetic information is used in practice to influence management and outcomes. Recent work includes
evaluations of carrier screening programs for recessive conditions and PEGASUS, funded by Genome Canada, about noninvasive prenatal testing for Down syndrome. She is a member of the Precision Medicine Policy Network, funded by
Genome Canada, under the Knowledge Transfer theme. She is on the board of directors of the Network of Applied Genetic
Medicine (RMGA), funded by the Fonds de Recherche du Québec - Santé, as co-leader of the Knowledge Transfer Strategic Theme. She
is a member of the CCMG’s Education, Ethics, and Public Policy Committee. She is President of the Association of Medical Geneticists of
Quebec (AMGQ).
Robyn Lim
Dr. Lim has been HPFB’s science lead since 2006 modernizing Canada’s federal drug regulatory system. She developed
the evidence standard and benefit-harm-uncertainty concepts for Canada’s amended Food and Drugs Act (“Vanessa’s
Law”) and works towards robust patient-focused and life-cycle approaches for therapeutic product development and for
regulatory and reimbursement consideration. Robyn is actively involved in international, multi-stakeholder initiatives
advancing these approaches and efforts towards decision-worthy evidence. Robyn also works closely with patients,
creating with them a patient’s treatment benefit-harm-uncertainty decision guide. Previously, she was in clinical/nonclinical CNS drug review, TPD, HPFB for ten years and also developed TPD’s Good Review Guiding Principles. Robyn’s Ph.D. is in Molecular
Neurophysiology from the Physiological Laboratory, Cambridge University and Trinity College, Cambridge, U.K. She also received B.Sc.H.
and M.Sc. degrees in Biochemistry from Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario and is an Associate of the Royal Conservatory of Toronto
(A.R.C.T.) in Piano Performance.
Julian Little
Julian Little holds a Canada Research Chair in Human Genome Epidemiology, and has been a Professor in the School of
Epidemiology and Public Health (Director 2006-2016) at the University of Ottawa since 2004. His PhD, from Aberdeen
University, was on problems of ascertainment of congenital anomalies. Subsequently, he worked for the EUROCAT Central
Registry in Brussels (Belgium), as a lecturer in epidemiology in Nottingham University, as an epidemiologist in the
International Agency for Research on Cancer in Lyon, and as Professor of Epidemiology at Aberdeen University, during
which he spent a sabbatical year (2002-3) at the Office of Genomics and Disease Prevention, CDC, Atlanta. Dr. Little’s expertise and
experience lies in epidemiology in multi-disciplinary contexts, including maternal and child health, oncology, gastroenterology,
gynaecology, nutrition, genetics and social sciences.

Geoffrey Lomax
Dr. Geoffrey Lomax is the Senior Officer for CIRM’s Strategic Infrastructure Program. The CIRM Infrastructure Program
develops strategic assets to accelerate the delivery of therapies to patients with unmet medical needs. In this role, Dr.
Lomax coordinates the implementation of the CIRM Alpha Clinics Network and CIRM Stem Cell Center. The Alpha Clinics
are top California medical centers that deliver high-quality stem cell clinical trials. The Stem Cell Center is a CRO based in
California with a dedicated focus on cell therapies. The Center provides strategic planning, regulatory, clinical operations
and data management services to clinical trial sponsors. Dr. Lomax also facilitates the development of CIRM’s Medical
and Ethical Standards.
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Michael May
Michael May is President & CEO of CCRM, a Canadian not-for-profit funded by the Government of Canada, the Province
of Ontario, and leading academic and industry partners. CCRM supports the development of regenerative medicines and
associated enabling technologies, with a specific focus on cell and gene therapy. CCRM aims to accelerate the translation
of scientific discovery into new companies and marketable products for patients. Michael completed his PhD in Chemical
Engineering at the University of Toronto in 1998 as an NSERC Scholar and was awarded the Martin Walmsley Fellowship
for Technological Entrepreneurship.
Christopher McCabe
Dr. Christopher McCabe is a health economist and the Executive Director and CEO of the Institute of Health Economics
(IHE). He was more recently a Professor of Health Economics at the University of Alberta, where he was appointed Capital
Health Endowed Research Chair, leading two Genome Canada research groups (the Precision Medicine Policy Network
and PACEOMICs) focused on the evaluation, adoption and implementation of Precision Medicine technologies. Dr.
McCabe served on the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health Care (CADTH) Health Economics Working
Group, which recently authored the 4th Edition of the CADTH Guidelines for the Economic Evaluation of Health
Technologies. Previously, Dr. McCabe held Chairs at the Universities of Leeds, Warwick and Sheffield. He continues to hold a Visiting Chair
at the University of Leeds. Dr. McCabe has also acted as a consultant for public and private sector organizations in Europe, North America
and Australia.
Michael Mengel
Dr. Mengel is Chair of the Department for Laboratory Medicine and Pathology at the University of Alberta. He is an
Anatomical Pathologist sub-specialized in Transplantation and Renal Pathology at the Division of Anatomical Pathology,
University of Alberta Hospital. Outside his faculty Dr. Mengel is engaged in various international sub-specialty societies
related to nephropathology and organ transplantation: past Chair Transplant Diagnostics Community of Practice in the
American Society of Transplantation; Board member International Banff Foundation for Allograft Pathology; Board
member Canadian Society of Transplantation; Board member of the International Renal Pathology Society. He studied
medicine at the Semmelweiss University in Budapest, Hungary before going on to specialise in pathology and further in transplantation
pathology and nephropathology. Before moving to Edmonton he was head of the transplant pathology service at the Hannover Medical
School, Germany. Dr. Mengel has published widely in the field of organ transplantation and his current work is focused on applying
molecular techniques to biopsy specimens, with the aim to increase diagnostic precision in organ transplantation.
Karine Morin
Karine Morin has broad expertise in science, policy, law and ethics. She was Executive Director, Platforms at Alberta
Innovates, after serving as Genome Canada’s Director, National GE3LS Program for several years. Previously, she was a
Senior Ethics Policy Advisor at the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). She also conducted research on ethical,
legal and social issues related to genomics at the University of Ottawa’s Institute of Science, Society and Policy. Karine
spent nearly a decade in the US, including at the American Medical Association, after completing a Masters in Law (LLM)
at the University of Pennsylvania. She is also a graduate of McGill University School of Law. Over the years, she has
published widely in bioethics and law, and has taught as an adjunct at several universities in the US and Canada.
Vivian Ng
Vivian Ng (PhD, MSc) is the manager of Health Economic Evaluation at Health Quality Ontario, where she leads a team of
ten health economists who develop the economic components of health technology assessments, including costeffectiveness and budget impact analyses. Health technology assessments inform funding recommendations to the
Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care regarding medical devices and health care services. Vivian’s education
includes a PhD in biochemistry and molecular biology from the University of Melbourne and a Master’s degree in health
economics from the University of Toronto. She completed two post-doctoral fellowships in Parkinson’s and prion diseases
(University of Toronto). Following this, she worked as a health economics consultant for Mackenzie Richmond Hill Hospital, as manager
of Scientific and Medical Affairs at Sanofi Pasteur (Canada), and as director of Medical Affairs and Quality at Janssen (Hong Kong). She has
accumulated a wealth of experience from both the private and public sectors in developing and disseminating health economic evidence.
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Lori Orlando
Dr. Lori A. Orlando (MD, MHS) is an Associate Professor of Medicine, health services researcher, and Director of the
Precision Medicine Program in the Center for Applied Genomics and Precision Medicine at Duke University. She received
her MD from Tulane University in 1998, and MHS from Duke in 2004. She completed her fellowship, specializing in
decision modeling and technology assessments, in 2004. Her research expertise is in decision modeling and
implementation science as relates to identifying and managing individuals in clinical settings at increased risk for medical
conditions. Her current research program focuses upon using technology to overcome barriers to family health history based risk
assessment and using high quality family health histories to guide clinical care.
Stuart Peacock
Dr. Stuart Peacock holds the Leslie Diamond Chair in Cancer Survivorship in the Faculty of Health Sciences at Simon Fraser
University. He is Co-Director of the Canadian Centre for Applied Research in Cancer Control (ARCC) and Head of Cancer
Control Research at BC Cancer. Stuart’s expertise is in the economics of cancer control and quality of life for those
impacted by cancer. His main research interests include developing more effective cancer services, making health system
funding decisions fairer and more transparent, and improving the quality of life of cancer patients and survivors.
Étienne Richer
Dr. Étienne Richer first joined McGill University as a postdoctoral scientist in genetics of infectious diseases. Dr. Richer
then joined BioMedCom Consultants where he was involved in projects covering a broad range of healthcare issues from
biologics therapies to reimbursement policies. Dr. Richer returned to McGill in 2011 as the Associate Director for the
CIHR Institute of Genetics. Dr. Richer has been involved in the strategic orientation of the institute, the development of
its team and the delivery of its activities. While establishing tight links with the national research community, an
international focus is also infused in these three sectors. Personalized medicine and rare diseases constitute two area of
focus of his work as he has been involved since 2012 in CIHR’s Personalized Medicine Initiative and Personalized Health Initiative, was a
member of the CSA PerMed, is member of IC PerMed and E-Rare and is involved in the development of ERA PerMed.
François Rousseau
Dr. François Rousseau, co-PI for Genome Canada’s Precision Medicine Policy Network, is a medical biochemist
subspecialized in molecular genetics. He is a Professor in the Department of Molecular Biology, Medical Biochemistry and
Pathology at the Faculty of Medicine, Université Laval. He leads a clinical research team at the Unité de recherche en
génétique humaine et moléculaire, Centre de recherche du CHU de Québec – Hôpital Saint-François d’Assise. He also
heads the Department of Medical Biology of the Québec University Hospital Centre. Dr. Rousseau holds a FRQS/MSSS
Chair in Health Technology Assessment and Evidence Based Laboratory Medicine. He is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the
Canadian Cochrane Network, and the designated principal investigator of the CIHR-funded Canadian APOGEE-Net/CanGeneTest research
consortium on health services research in genetics that focuses on transferring clinically useful and cost-effective genetic innovations to
the health care system. Dr Rousseau is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada in medical biochemistry and
has published articles in many prestigious journals.
Robin Urquhart
Dr. Robin Urquhart (Surgery, Dalhousie University) is Assistant Professor and Ramia Scientist in the Department of Surgery
with cross-appointments in Community Health & Epidemiology and Medical Education. She is also a Senior Scientist at
the Beatrice Hunter Cancer Research Institute. Her expertise includes health services research, implementation science,
linked administrative data methods, and qualitative methodologies. Her research interests relate to access to and quality
of care, the interface between evidence and decision-making in both clinical and policy contexts, and designing and
testing implementation strategies to more effectively and efficiently move evidence-based interventions into practice.
Most of her research focuses on cancer care/policy.
Kristine Votova
Kristine Votova is a Project Director with the Department of Research and Capacity Building at Island Health, Vancouver
Island’s regional health authority. She is also an adjunct assistant professor at the University of Victoria, Division of
Medical Sciences and sits as a KT/Implementation Science co-lead on a national Precision Medicine Policy Network. Her
CIHR postdoctoral studies at the UBC Faculty of Medicine (Department of Anesthesiology, Pharmacology and
Therapeutics) included a province-wide health technology assessment to evaluate the effectiveness of cholinesterase
inhibitors for Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. She has an extensive background in research conduct, ethics
and compliance, Knowledge Translation and implementation science. As a gerontologist her research portfolio is broad and includes
stroke biomarkers, cognitive health, emergency medicine, palliative care, falls, health services and polypharmacy.
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Laura Weeks
Dr. Laura Weeks is a research methodologist and evidence synthesis expert with over ten years’ experience acquired
through her work with academia, CADTH, AHRQ and the Cochrane Collaboration. She is currently the Manager of Scientific
Affairs for CADTH, Canada’s pan-Canadian Health Technology Assessment agency, where she leads a team that develops,
supports and promotes the use of high-quality scientific methods across all CADTH products. Her specific methodological
interests include clinical systematic reviews, health technology assessments, rapid reviews, qualitative research, and
patient engagement. Laura obtained her PhD in Community Health Sciences from the University of Calgary in 2009.
Deirdre Weymann
Deirdre is a Health Economist with the Canadian Centre for Applied Research in Cancer Control (ARCC) based at BC Cancer.
Her work with ARCC focuses primarily on preference elicitation and economic evaluation in the context of precision
oncology. Her research interests include applied econometrics, health care policy, and health economics. Deirdre holds a
Master’s degree in Economics from the University of Victoria and a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics, Mathematics,
and Statistics from the University of British Columbia.
David Whitehurst
David Whitehurst (LLB, MSc, PhD) is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Health Sciences at Simon Fraser University
(British Columbia, Canada). He is an economist who has specialized in the areas of health and health care throughout his
career, with research interests and expertise that focus on the measurement, valuation and validation of health and
wellbeing outcomes within the field of economic evaluation, and the application of economic evaluation techniques
alongside intervention studies. Clinical contexts of Dr. Whitehurst’s work span a wide range of populations, including
seniors, informal care, musculoskeletal conditions, spinal cord injury, and aphasia.
Brenda Wilson
Brenda Wilson is a Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health at the University of Ottawa and a Visiting Scientist at the
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute in Melbourne, Australia. She trained in public health medicine in the UK, with a
faculty position at the University of Aberdeen for ten years before moving to Ottawa in 2002. For over two decades, her
research has focused on the impacts of changing genetic and genomic technologies – and, more recently, precision health
- with an interest in generating useful evidence for clinical practice, system organization, and individual decision making.
Currently, she is involved with the PEGASUS program of research on non-invasive prenatal testing, and co-leads the
Canadian Precision Medicine Policy Network’s implementation theme. She has participated in federal and provincial policy bodies
concerned with genetics, chronic disease prevention, and research ethics and integrity, including the Canadian Task Force for Preventive
Health Care.
Sarah Wordsworth
Dr. Sarah Wordsworth is Associate Professor of Health Economics at the Health Economics Research Centre (HERC),
University of Oxford. She runs a research programme on the economics of genetic and genomic technologies. Of
particular interest are the economics of translating genomic high-throughput technologies such as whole-genome
sequencing from research into clinical practice. She is lead for the health economic activities for the UK 100,000 Genomes
Project which is sequencing National Health Service Patients with rare diseases and cancer and linking their genomic data
to clinical data and health care resource use. She also undertakes cost-effectiveness analyses alongside clinical trials in
areas including obesity surgery and out of hospital cardiac arrest. Sarah also leads several behavioral economics studies in the area of
antimicrobial resistance.
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